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REACH Regulation 
 

Keep your registration up to date (from ECHA web site)  

 

Registering your chemicals under REACH is not a one-off exercise: you will learn new things about your substance, 

and your own situation may change. This has to be reflected in your registration. Therefore, you need to regularly 

review your dossier and update it when new information becomes available. 

The seventh and last step in the successful registration of your chemical is to maintain your registration data. Your 
registration has to reflect the most up-to-date knowledge on how a substance can be used safely at production sites 
and through the supply chain all the way down to the end user. This is not only good practice, but also a legal 
requirement. 

The information in the registration dossier needs to be updated, for example, when you learn something new about 
the composition of your substance, its properties, how it is used by your clients, or the specific risk management 
measures needed. Significant changes in the production or import volumes and the company information must also 
be reported to ECHA. In addition, new information may become available when new companies want to join the joint 
submission. This must also be reflected in the joint dossier. 

Apart from proactively updating your registration data, you may receive an ECHA decision requesting more 
information following dossier or substance evaluation. ECHA examines registrations to verify that the information in 
them is compliant with the legal requirements. Member States, in turn, use the registrations to scrutinize substances 
that may be of concern for human health or the environment and may propose further regulatory actions as 
necessary. 

To efficiently update your dossier, you need to have a mechanism in place to coordinate the work within your 
company and with all registrants of the same substance. Although the lead registrant has to update the joint part of 
the registration dossier, all registrants of the same substance are together responsible for keeping the data in order 
and responding to requests for further information. To this end, it is recommended that you maintain a cooperation 
platform with your co-registrants. 

Practical advice on how to organize the maintenance of your registration is available on ECHA’s website in 23 EU 
languages. We also share our main recommendations for good-quality data based on the most common shortcomings 
observed when evaluating registrations. You can avoid having these same issues in your own registration by following 
the recommendations. 

 

Data on chemicals needs to be improved 

ECHA welcomes the results of the German authorities’ study on REACH compliance and agrees with its assessment: 
the quality of data on chemicals in registration dossiers still needs to improve. 

The REACH compliance study by the German Federal Institute for Risk Assessment (BfR) and the German Environment 
Agency (UBA) comes to a similar conclusion as ECHA in its work in evaluating registration dossiers: in a majority of 
dossiers ECHA opens for compliance check, important safety information on chemicals needs to be requested. 
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The law requires ECHA to check at least 5 % of the registration dossiers for compliance. The Agency focuses its work 
on substances that matter the most for human health and the environment. When ECHA issues a decision and 
requires companies to provide the missing information, a large majority brings their dossiers into compliance. If in the 
end registrants do not comply with REACH, the national authorities have the responsibility for enforcement actions. 

ECHA’s Executive Director Bjorn Hansen says: “After 10 years of REACH, we now have all substances on the EU 
market registered in one harmonized system. The Commission’s report on the 10 years of REACH concludes that 
safety in the EU has increased. But there is still much to do. Both industry and authorities must increase their 
efforts to improve the safety information on chemicals. We are working to become more efficient and impactful in 
our work on compliance.” 

The aim of compliance checks under REACH is to bring the registration dossiers into compliance with information 
requirements. They are not used to prevent companies’ access to markets. 

 

Member registrants will start receiving dossier evaluation decisions in 2019 

By year 2019, ECHA will send its dossier evaluation decisions to all non-compliant registrants of a substance. Other 
changes will be implemented at the same time, so you need to take a pro-active role to be ready. 

From 1
st

 January 2019, ECHA will start checking the compliance of all relevant dossiers for a given substance and will 
address its decisions to all registrants with non-compliant dossiers. This is a change from the current practice of 
addressing mainly the lead registrants. Similarly, the Agency will address its decisions on testing proposals to all those 
registrants intending to rely on the proposed tests to fulfill their information requirement. 

At the same time, the content of ECHA’s decisions will be streamlined to provide more focused justifications for the 
information requested and clear information to registrants about their legal obligations. 

The change aims to support the collaboration and communication between registrants regarding their joint 
submissions after the substance information exchange forums (SIEFs) ceased to exist as of 1 June 2018. After that 
date, the registrants of the same substance are nonetheless still bound by the obligation to submit the information 
on their substance jointly. 

In addition, in line with the expectation that registrants are keeping their dossiers up to date, as required by the 
REACH Regulation, the Agency will no longer consider changes related to the tonnage band, uses or the intermediate 
status of a registration after a draft decision is notified to the concerned registrants. 

How you can prepare as a registrant 

Be sure to review and update your registration dossiers before 2019. Pay special attention to the following:  

- Changes in production or import volumes (increase or decrease) 
- New or obsolete uses 
- New or changed measures to ensure the safe use of your substance 
- Your transported or on-site isolated intermediate status 
- New data on the intrinsic properties of your substance 
- Your justification for relying on waivers for the required information, or on adaptations such as category or read 
  across approaches 
 

This is particularly important for substances registered in the highest tonnage bands, with wide dispersive uses but 
also if you rely on opt-outs or adaptations for endpoints needed at the highest tonnages. These are ECHA’s criteria for 
prioritizing evaluation activities. 

In addition, make sure that your contact details are up to date both in REACH-IT and in your joint submission, so that 
you can always be reached regarding your registration. As of 1 January 2019, if you and other registrants within the 
joint submission receive an ECHA decision because of missing information or a testing proposal evaluation, you should 
coordinate your reply to ECHA, and speak with one voice during the entire process. 
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Summary – REACH 2018 deadline 
(from Reach 2018 registration statistics, September 3) 

 
   

Registration and substances by country 
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Registrants by company size 

 
 

Registrations by company size 

 
Registration by role in the supply chain 

 
Most frequently registered substances (1-100 tpa) 
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Geographical distribution Graph 

 
 

CLP Regulation 
EU regulation 2018/1480 (OJ n. L251 October 4, 2018) 

 
The regulation is aimed to amend the harmonized Annex VI classification table. The regulation will enter into force at 
two different times: 1

st
 December 2019 and 1

st
 May 2020. 

 
CMR Substances 
EU regulation 2018/1513 (OJ n. L256 October 10, 2018) 

 
The regulation introduces a restriction on certain carcinogenic, mutagenic or toxic for reproduction (CMR) substances 
in apparel, footwear and other textile consumer products. 
The regulation amends Annex XVII to Regulation (EC) No 1907/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council 
concerning the Registration, Evaluation, Authorization and Restriction of Chemicals (REACH) as Entry 72. 
The substances are classified as CMR, category 1A or 1B. The legislation has identified a total of 33 substances for 
restriction as they may be present in textile products or be used in their production. 
The scope of the regulation is that it applies to: 
- clothing or related accessories, 
- textiles other than clothing that come into contact with human skin to a similar extent as clothing, (items such as  
  bedding, sleep bags) 
- footwear 
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A link to the legislation is below that details all 58 substances. However, the classes of substances restricted are: 
- Metals 
- Azo dyes and other aryl amines 
- Carcinogenic dyestuffs 
- Formaldehyde 
- Benzene and Quinoline 
- Chlorinated aromatic hydrocarbons 
- Phthalates 
- Solvents 
- Polyaromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) 
 
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legalcontent/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2018.256.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2018:256:TOC 

 
The legislation has a transition period and will become effective for product placed onto the market after 1 November 
2020. 
 

 

BREXIT 
On ECHA web site you can find a dedicated page to Brexit, consequences and actions to face it. Navigate it!!! 

 

  

Chemsafe past activity under Reach (2008-2018) 

 
Here the screenshot from our IUCLID data base on November 11, 2018. It includes 1546 substances and 57 mixtures 
(biocides products). We have prepared more than 1100 dossier in the ten year period. A good result!! 

 

 

 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legalcontent/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2018.256.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2018:256:TOC
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Chemsafe attendance as speakers to events/exhibitions 

A. Conto:, invited speaker 
Endocrine Disruptors 
CONFERENCE: Detergent Products in the light of Polish and EU regulation – Future challenges 
Warsaw, Poland, November 7, 2018 

     
Antonio Conto      Paolo Rossi 

F. Fasano, Invited speaker 
Grouping for in-situ biocides? Regulatory considerations/practical issues 
Biocide Europe 2018, Vienna, November 27-28, 2018 

 
Francesca Fasano 

 
A.  Conto, F. Conto 
Exhibiting at AFI Qualified Person Day, Rome, November 29, 2018 

 
Antonio & Francesco Conto 

 
A. Conto, Invited speaker 
Endocrine Disrupting Substances: a new challenge for companies in the frame of EU Reach and other Regulations 
EU-ASIA Chemical Regulation Workshop, Dublin, December 6, 2018 

 
End of the Newsletter 


